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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on 17th Nov 2025 at 7.30pm in the Jubilee Hall. 

 
Present: - Cllrs John Graham (JG) (Chair), Paul Caddick (AC), Carmen Vazquez (CV), Matthew 
Riddle (MR), Vicky Moore (VM), Lydia Veldkamp (LV).  

 
          Clerk - Graham Smith (Clerk). 
 

1. Apologies for Absence  
Cllr Anne Curtis (AC), Tony Williams (TW). 
 

2. To Appointment Councillor areas of responsibility 
Clerk had distributed with agenda packs a list of areas of responsibility for councillors to consider 
adopting. 
(PC) declared interest in the position of Parish Council Vice-Chair. (VM) nominated and (LV) 
seconded and councillors carried unanimously.  
 
25.033 Resolved: (PC) to take position of Parish Council vice-chair for 2025/26 
 
(JG) declared interest in the position of Chair of the Planning Committee. (MR) nominated and (PC) 
seconded and councillors carried unanimously.  
 
25.034 Resolved: (JG) to take position of chair of the Planning Committee for 2025/26 
 
(VM) stated that she already sits on the Jubilee Hall Management committee, the Youth Centre and 
the Community Forum and will be pleased to represent the Parish Council on all these committees. 
(MR) nominated and (PC) seconded and councillors carried unanimously. 
 
25.035 Resolved: (VM) to represent the Parish Council on the AJHMC, Youth Centre and 
Community Forum committees for 2025/26 
 
(MR) declared interest in representing the Parish Council with ALCA. (JC) nominated and (PC) 
seconded and councillors carried unanimously.  
 
25.036 Resolved: (MR) to represent the Parish Council with ALCA for 2025/26 
 
(JG) declared interest in representing the Parish Council with Oldbury Site Stakeholders Group. 
(MR) nominated and (CV) seconded and councillors carried unanimously.  
 
25.037 Resolved: (MR) to represent the Parish Council within the Oldbury Site Stakeholders 
Group for 2025/26 
 
(PC) declared an interest in continuing his role as parish council lead for allotment related issues. 
Councillors all agreed and carried unanimously.  
 
25.038 Resolved: (PC) to continue the role as parish council lead for allotment related issues. 
 
(JG) / (PC) / (MR) declared an interest in sitting on the Staffing Committee (when called) with the 
option that other councillors may join the committee at a later date. 
 
25.039 Resolved: (PC) / (JG) / (MR) to sit on staffing committee.  

 
Councillors agreed that the remaining vacancies remain open for future discussion. 

  

3. Declaration of Interests  
None.  
 

4. Evacuation Procedures 
The evacuation procedures were noted. 
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5. Public Participation 
Four members of the public were present relating to item six on the agenda.  
 

6. To consider request from public relating to Field Hire (Cricket Club) 
Two residents were present to raise concerns relating to wayward cricket balls entering their 
garden and causing significant damage to solar panels (demonstrated) and the fact they will need 
to be replaced compounded by the loss of power they would have generated during the time they 
were out of action. They had been residing in the property for twelve years and witnessed the 
incursions increase significantly which was demonstrated to council by the number of balls they 
had retained this season. The residents declared that standard of cricket had become higher and 
most players were semi-professional. A request was made that the cricket square be moved or for 
the Alveston Cricket Club (ACC) to seek an alternative location. 
 
Two representatives from (ACC) were present to receive and reply to the questions, issues and 
requests from the neighbours. They stated that the recently installed eight metre protection nets 
had eliminated many incursions and their insurance covered the cost of the replacement solar 
panels and apologised for this inconvenience and the reoccurring issues which affect their quality 
of life. They assured everything possible will be done to avoid future issues. (ACC) informed the 
neighbours and council that many issues were caused by a version of the game called T20 where 
batsmen are encouraged to accumulate as many runs as possible over twenty overs resulting in a 
gung-ho attitude to achieving sixes. These matches take place on Wednesdays and are NOT 
subject to the same rules as ECB league rules and as a result can be played one way thus 
eliminating incursions. They confirmed the issue with increased incursions this year was the 
unusually dry and warm weather over the summer which caused an exceptionally dry wicket 
creating a higher bounce on the ball enabling a more powerful contact. 
 
(ACC) had informed residents that a full analysis had been taken of the positioning of the wicket, 
and any changes would result in potentially increased damage and safety concerns for the users of 
the pump track, Jubilee Hall car park and the windows at the Jubilee Hall. The weekend ECB 
league matches is not possible to play from one end, however as these are played over the period 
of a day and not restricted to overs, a more gentle and defensive approach is taken by the 
batsmen.  
 
(ACC) will consider contributing toward protective covers for solar panels if the residents wish to 
explore this possibility. Also (ACC) will, this year for the first time, be engaging professional teams 
to maintain the square. This will result in shallower bounces from the bowler eliminating many 
sixes. It was assured that agreeing to play T20 one way and the hope that the weather is more 
conducive that the number of intrusive balls will be significantly reduced.  
 
(Clerk) requested that prior to the 2026/27 season commencing that when the field user agreement 
is signed the Parish council receive a risk assessment and proof of insurance before the council 
permit the use of the field. (ACC) agreed to this request.  
 
Residents and (ACC) left the meeting agreeing to analyse the next season to assess whether 
further action is needed.  
 

7. Minutes from previous meeting 
Minutes of the previous meeting dated 20th October 2025 had been circulated with the agenda 
papers and Cllrs agreed that this was an accurate representation of the meeting.  

 
25.040 Resolved: The minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on Monday 20th October 2025 
were accepted as accurate and signed by the Chair. 

   

8. To receive report from South Gloucestershire Council  
(MR) stated he is currently dealing with number of issues in Alveston Parish relating to the ongoing 
works on the A38 and relating to the diversion away from Thornbury Hill. (MR) confirmed he 
requested signs at Mumbleys Lane leading to Kington to advise motorists that the run is not 
suitable as an alternative to the diversion route as the layby leading down the hill is only large 
enough for two cars and the potential for congestion is huge. There has already been two 
accidents in the area. (Clerk) remarked that it had been noticed the green light at the A38 / 
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Grovesend junction had been altered to remain green longer thus preventing too much off a traffic 
build up. 

 
(SGC) has formally submitted its Local Plan to the Planning Inspectorate for review. The examiner 
will determine which organisations and individuals are called to give evidence at a series of public 
meetings next Spring. 
  
The proposed traveller site at the end of Vatingstoke Lane has been removed due to traffic 
concerns and confirms (MR)’s belief that it should never have been included in the first place.  
 
It was announced last week that the first Small Modular Reactors will be built in North Wales in 
Wylfa, and not at the site in Oldbury although sometime down the line the site will be considered 
once again. 
 
The new car parking charges in SGC owned carparks have been in operation for six months and is 
seen to be hitting trade badly. The carparks only seem busier on Sundays and early evenings 
when the charges do not apply. SGC will be undertaking a review soon of the effect of the charges 
on use, income generated so far etc. 
 
(JG) requested (MR) enquire with (SGC) the potential to position traffic lights at the roadworks on 
Alveston Hill as the original information presented relating to the length of closure was incorrect.  
 
(MR) advised that the review of subscription service for green waste is being undertaken with the 
potential for annual green bin waste collection increasing to £70PA. (Clerk) advised that the facility 
to make payment on the SGC website is currently down, (MR) confirmed this and was unable to 
give a date as to when it be fixed. He will ensure that this is communicated via SGC standard 
communication network once payments will be able to be taken. 
 
(PC) enquired if there had been an increase in local fly tipping since the compulsory booking of 
slots at the Sort It centre was introduced.  

 

9. To consider requests for Grant Aid received 
(Clerk) advised that he had received three applications for grant aid during the application window. 
Brightwell who requested three hundred pounds, Helmet who requested five hundred pounds and 
St Helens church who requested one thousand two hundred pounds. 
 
Councillors agreed that the Helmet request is standard each year to help toward keeping the 
community magazine viable. (PC) proposed that the parish council grant the full request. (VM) 
second and all councillors agreed.  
 
25.041 Resolved: Five-Hundred-pound grant aid be passed to the Helmet Magazine.  
 
Brightwell supports people who suffer from conditions such as Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Parkinson’s, 
Fibromyalgia, stroke recovery and other neurological conditions and that three residents from 
Alveston are currently included although open to other residents should necessity arise. Councillors 
agreed that this will help and could help residents. (CV) proposed that the parish council grant the 
full request. (LV) second and all councillors agreed. 
 
25.042 Resolved: Three-Hundred-pound grant aid be passed to Brightwell.  
 
(Clerk) advised councillors that the grand application for one thousand two hundred pounds be 
carefully considered. After consultation with NALC legal it was advised that the 1894 parliament act 
preventing parish councils from donating money to churches was watered down in the 2023 
levelling up act. This now does allow parish councils to donate to churches for community related 
activities or where the community will directly benefit.  
 
Noting the application was to assist with paying for the removal of asbestos from the boiler room 
councillors considered this to be a structural issue which does not directly benefit the wider 
community and councillors unanimously agreed they are unable to pass the grant to the church. 
Cllrs understand the church is renovating their kitchen and this has a direct benefit to the 
community (repair café etc) and will reconsider if resubmitted for an appropriate use. (JG) agreed 
to advise Rev. Moss of this decision.  
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10. Financial Matters 
(Clerk) had distributed October finance report and reconciliation with the agenda packs. 
 
25.043 Resolved: The financial report and reconciliations for October as presented were accepted 
as accurate and signed by chair. 

 

11. To consider Budget Assessment 26/27 
(Clerk) had distributed the draft budget with the agenda packs for councillor scrutiny prior to 
meeting. It was confirmed that the budget be set around a precept increaser of 9.9% as agreed at 
the October meeting. With the expected additional payments for grants which will include 
assistance with structural issues at the jubilee hall, costs involved with the implementation of 
Assertion 10 and to build up reserves to the recommended level of fifty percent of annual precept 
councillors agreed with the budget proposal as presented. (JG) proposed the 26/27 precept of 
ninety-six thousand pounds be adopted (PC) second and all councillors agreed.   
 
25.044 Resolved: The 2026/27 precept of £96,000 as presented within the budget is accepted.  
 
(Clerk) advised that the account codes set within the budget are not set to be conformed to but act 
as a guide for council spending and underspending within one code can go to offset an overspend 
within another and any resulting shortfall can be set to general reserve. Within the budgets there 
was a shortfall of four thousand pound against requested precept however, at the time any CIL 
payments due had not been confirmed. (JG) proposed the draft budget for 26/27 as presented be 
adopted. (PC) second and all councillors unanimously agreed. 
 
25.045 Resolved: The 2026/27 budget as presented is accepted.  

 

12. To consider charges uplift for 26/27  
(Clerk) had distributed the draft charges schedule with the agenda packs for councillor scrutiny 
prior to meeting. It was advised the increase in charges to council customers was set to five 
percent. (MR) proposed to accept the charges schedule as presented (CV) second and all 
councillors agreed.  
 
25.046 Resolved: The 2026/27 charges schedule as presented is accepted.  
 

13. To Consider Grounds Maintenance Contract Review 
(Clerk) has requested councillors to consider not to proceed with the three-year tender for grounds 
maintenance contact based upon the fact the existing operator provides a quality service at the 
lowest price in the previous three tender submissions, along with deep familiarity of the parish and 
the field users. The contractor is responsive to requests outside the contract remit. Councillors 
considered and confirmed unanimously they were happy with the current level of service. Cllrs 
asked to ensure increases in charges continue to fall in line with CPI.  
(MR) enquired if this is applicable to financial regulations. (Clerk) confirmed, a price to be 
negotiated without competition shall be embodied in a recommendation to the council as per 
Financial Regulations. This specific request also falls within the scope of the highway adopted land 
(localism contract) with SGC.  (LV) proposed that the council retain the existing grounds 
maintenance contractor under a rolling annual contact set at CPI price increases, (CV) second and 
all councillors agreed. 
 
25.047 Resolved: The council retain the existing grounds maintenance contractor under a rolling 
annual contact   

            

14. To Review annual ROSPA inspection 
(Clerk) had distributed the annual ROSPA inspections with the agenda packs for councillor scrutiny 
prior to meeting. He highlighted the areas with high priority and recommended appropriate course 
of action. (JG) propose the council accept the findings of the ROSPA inspection and take action 
where required. (CV) second and all councillors agreed. 
 
25.048 Resolved: The Parish Council accept the ROSPA inspection reports as presented.  
 
.  
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15. Review & recommendations from Planning Committee             
None 
 

16. Responsible Councillor & Subgroup Reports 
(Clerk) advised that tree works are required to lop overgrowth from trees within the Jubilee Field 
impinging upon neighbour’s land. Cllrs agreed to allow the works to be completed. 
(PC) stated there was nothing specific to report with regard to the allotments.   
 

17. Authorisation of Payments  
17.1. Payments authorised in meeting and signed by (JG) & (CV) 
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17.2.       Recent Receipts (October / November) 

Details Ref. £ 

Vat Return  DCR 5718.25 

Deed of Grant – Plot 95 DCR 68,00 

Allotment Rent – Plot 4 Unity 78 40.00 

Memorial – Additional Inscription Unity 78 60.00 

Total Receipts  £5,886.25 

 
25.049 Resolved: That all receipts and payments presented to the PC meeting on 17th November 
2025 were accepted. 

 

18. Correspondence 
None 
 

19.   Website / Helmet 
None 

    

20. Any Matters to be carried to next meeting. 
None 

 
 

Meeting Closed 20.56PM 
 

 
 

The next Council Meeting will be 15th December 2025. (Jubilee Hall) 

Details Ref. £ 

Grounds Maintenance B/P 602 1253.30 

Clerk Salary & Expense B/P 603 2055.71 

Salary – Cemetery Caretaker B/P 604 174.15 

Allotment Trough Supply B/P 605 316.95 

Jubilee Playing Field B/P 606 89.11 

3 Months Room Hire B/P 607 76.05 

Football-Changing Room Recharge B/P 608 583.05 

Bus Shelter Clean B/P 609 384.00 

ROSPA Inspection Report B/P 610 342.00 

Maintenance – Leaves Etc B/P 611 219.78 

Localism-Oct - Dec 
 

B/P 612 2224.81 

Total Payments  £7,718.91 


